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Large mammal survey a huge success
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looked at animal tracks and
pellets. This is not a very
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number of tracks and pellets
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waterholes in the reserve.
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most common. Although
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However we must remember
that this may be because the
tracks we studied were round

No more ant farms...

E Over 1000 springbok live
in Kuzikus (pg 1)

August (pg 2)
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Ants are the farmers now!
€ see pages 2 & 3




New

Watching ants from 6am until
midnight might not seem appealing
to many but to Heather Campbell and
Gisele Herren it was just one of the
many activities undertaken during
their summer in Namibia. In August,
BRinK welcomed University of
Reading PhD student Heather and
research assistant Gisele from the
University of Edinburgh. Their aim
was to investigate the interactions
between ants and Acacia trees in
Kuzikus. The pioneering work they
did has revealed some really interest-
ing results, well worth the injuries
from climbing the thorny trees!

Ants and eggs inside hollow Acaciathorn

It has long been known that in the
relationship between ants and
Acacias the trees provide food and
shelter for the ants, in return for
defense against herbivory, but
Heat her 6s
than this. The Acacia species
studied, known commonly as the
Camelthorn, grows swollen hollow
thorns in which ants live and nurse
their eggs. When painstakingly split-
ting open these thorns, Heather and
Gisele found mealy bugs in them too.
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However, these mealy bugs were
not just squatti
homeét he ants
farming them! Mealy bugs produce
honeydew, a sweet substance and
food stuff for ants. After this exciting
discovery they went on to find the
ants were also tending hard scale
insects and treehoppers on the tree
branches as another source of food
for themselves.

The question raised by this discovery
is that maybe ants are not defending

the tree, but are actually defending

their food source, the mealy bug

farms. When Heather & Gisele acted
the part of her bi
tree, ants that were tending insects

appeared to respond more aggres-
sively than these who were not.

Ants tend mealy bugs inside thorns

To further investigate the true
nature of this relationship,
behavioural studies and the impact
of ant removal from trees will be
investigated and we hope to see
Heather again in Kuzikus as she
continues her exciting research.
Thanks Heather for all your work,
and for making ants exciting!

Halloween at BRinK camp

Just because we are in the desert
doesn't mean we can't celebrate
Halloween. Due to being long-lasting
gourds and pumpkins are the main
vegetable in the BRinK kitchen. With
a little imagination and volunteers
from all over the world we have
compiled quite a recipe book based
on pumpkins.
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Herebs our

Starter ~pumpkin soup served with
German pumpkin sour bread.

Main ~ ltalian pumpkin gnocchi in
tomato sauce served with English-
chippy-style crispy pumpkin chips.
Dessert ~American pumpkin pie
Finish ~ Chicory coffee with
Portuguese pumpkin sweets

And as it was Halloween, even the
shell didnét go
party atmosphere with its evil smile.
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News in brief from our camp
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Kalahari winters can be particularly
cold. August was crisp and cold.
We woke up to break the ice in our
basins to wash our faces. However
the sun still shone brightly, and hot
water bottles made a cosy sleep.
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Winter hats in the study tent
Curious camp visitor

Our last newsletter reported Juno
the rhino visiting the camp. This
season saw a new visitor, Old Mr
Oryx. Attracted by the tasty trees
that shade our tents, he regularly
marked his territory with a little
6pile for wus
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Weighed down by enthusiasm

Heat her & Gi sel
Acaciarequired lots of equipment.
Weighed down by stopwatch,
weather station, GPS, binoculars
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cold and Acaciathorns to capture
the insects. Check out the socks
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